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greatly strengthen the Empire of which he was the
head. Richelieu had no wish to see a united Ger-
many, even if it were united under the leadership of
a good Catholic; with him political ambition was
stronger than religious sympathy. Moreover, the
Emperor and the King of Spain were allied in blood
and in religious xeal; if the overweening power of
the House of Austria were to be checked, it was
necessary for France to arrest the victorious career
of Ferdinand II,

In 1630, the fortunes of Ferdinand were at their
zenith; he had crushed heresy in his hereditary
dominions, thousands of families had been driven
into exile, towns had been destroyed, and fields laid
waste, but the ascendancy of the Catholic faith was
permanently assured, The Elector Palatine was
still an exile, resistance to the imperial orders
was hardly attempted, and the Edict of Restitution
threatened the political existence of most German
princes of the Reformed faith.

But the animosity of the minor Catholic powers
had already compelled Ferdinand to dismiss from
his service his ablest general. It was not strange
that Wallenstein was hated by all save his own
soldiers; he was a cold and ruthless man, and his
great horde of mercenaries plundered friend and foe
alike, demanding contribution}* from the faithful,
levying toll upon the heretic, and enforcing all de-
mands by prompt and impartial pillage. Deaf to
complaints and indifferent to animosities, Wallen-
steln had proceeded on ha victorious career, exer-.
cislng such a control over the soldiers who profitedt But the BUCCCIB of Ferdinand's policy wouldcity in his farewell counsel"TKeree, whichforms of taxation which added to their burden.
